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I have started with the generation that decided to come to the Northwest and included detailed information on their parents.  For generations further back, I have summarized and included what I feel are the highlights of the family history.  I have a filing cabinet drawer full of materials to draw from, and expect to expand this work in coming years.  For the last year, Glenys Rasmussen of Santa Rosa, CA has been working as a paid researcher and contributed substantially, especially on the Hicks family.  As I say on the title page, this is a first draft of a family history.  Please feel free to make comments and suggest changes, deletions, or additions.  I hope you enjoy reading this as I have had researching it these last three years.


John Nelson Robb
The parents of Esther, Roy, Ray, Carl, and Robert Robb were John Nelson Robb and Anna Wilhelmina Schneider.  John was born February 21, 1877 in Canton, Kansas - or, more likely, on the family farm in nearby Spring Valley.  He was the sixth of eight children, and was named after his father's maternal grandfather, John Nelson.  His siblings were Mary (May), Joe, Thomas Marquis (who died as a child), Frank, William Peter, Benjamin B., and Maude.  He married Anna Wilhelmina Schneider on December 25, 1902 in Wherry, Rice Co., Kansas, at the Schneider family home.  At the time, John was living in Tonkawa, Oklahoma, and Anna joined him there.  Esther was born December 9, 1903, the twins Roy and Ray October 19, 1906, all in Tonkawa.  When Carl was born September 15, 1908, they had moved back to Kansas, in Canton, which is also where Robert was born June 26, 1917.  They met while she worked at the Robb home as domestic help.  Wags say that she had her choice of the Robb boys still at home (John, Will, and Ben).

Carl died in August 1916 of rheumatic fever, a few weeks shy of his eighth birthday.  I have a copy of his obituary, which says in part "He leaves to mourn his loss a father, mother, one sister, two brothers, and many other relatives and friends.  He was a very patient sufferer for more than two months with complicated disease.

"He received the best of care that human hands could give, but all to no avail.  Why God say fit to take him we do not understand, but his ways are not our ways.

"Carl was a very bright little boy and loved by all who knew him, as he always had a smile for everyone.  His life though short was long enough to make him very dear to his parents who deeply mourn his loss.

"' Dearest Carl thou hast left us,
We have taken the last farewell,
Of our dear and loving darling,
Why it was we cannot tell.'"

Robert was born 10 months later.

The family left Kansas by train in August 1920 for better farmland and milder winters.  They wanted to reach Washington in time for Esther to start the school year in September.  I have a copy of a handbill titled 'Closing Out Sale - Friday, August 6, 1920' listing 12 head of horses, 12 head of cattle, farm implements, household goods, and 300 bushel of oats.  Several of John's siblings had preceded him West, starting about 1900.  Mary came out, for instance in 1909.  Eventually only Maude stayed behind, with her husband and family.  

The Robb's Vancouver house burned Oct. 2, 1931 at about 5 PM.  There was an article in the Feb. 20, 1932 Columbian titled "Ends Work on New Residence at Hazel Dell" describing the new house, which was sold after Anna moved into town, first on "F" Street then on "I" street.  A Safeway store is now on the Hazel Dell site.

John died February 3, 1943.  The death certificate says he drowned, but an article in the Feb. 3, 1943 Columbian said 'man found in ditch.' By family accounts he was hit by a car and knocked into the ditch.  He is buried in Park Hill Cemetery, Vancouver, WA.

Anna Wilhelmina Schneider
Anna was born April 27, 1879 in Bellevue, Iowa, to John Schneider and Josepha "Sophie" Lampe.  She was the second child of 13.  Her eight siblings who survived childhood were Josepha Katherine, Rosina W. Minnie, Johanna "Hanna" Magdaline, Henry Johann, Thessaloni "Loni" Laura Marie, George Herman, Gustave William, and Isadore.  Anna knew the German language, and spoke it with her parents, but did not pass it on to her children.  She died May 8, 1974, in Vancouver, a day after having surgery, and is also buried in Park Hill Cemetery, Vancouver, WA.  Her obituary says she "was a member of the Vancouver First United Methodist Church, the Lee Fellowship, and the Women's Society of Christian Service."

She went back to Kansas twice: once at the death of her mother in 1928, and once in May 1955 with her daughter, Esther.

I have a copy of a remarkable document, written in her hand, listing information about her ancestors:

"My father John Schneider came from Manheim Germany.  His mother's maiden name was Cathrine Herd.  My mother's mother's maiden name was Rippel and came from Allendorf Germany.  My mother's grandmother's (my great grandmother) maiden name was Catherine Sager and came from Kuhass Germany

"Anna W. Robb"

John and Anna's children are of German (Schneider, Lampe - 1/2), French (Marquis - 1/16), Scottish (Robb -1/32) and English (Hicks, Bostwick, Nelson, and everything else -13/32).

Lott Robb
Lott was born December 4, 1833 in Logan Co., Ohio, probably at the family farm near Zanesfield.  His parents were Joshua William Robb, Jr., and Sarah McLaren Nelson.  He was the eldest of nine children, the others being: Nancy L., Emily, Robert Lee, Sarah M., Mary O.,  John William, Smith J., and Vance Nelson.    Lott married Clarissa Hicks on October 2, 1865 in Bloomington, McLean County, Illinois. He purchased 40 acres at $9/acre on Aug. 31, 1870 from the railroad in Ford Co., IL, sec. 10, twp 24N, range 8E

I have a copy of a letter (Mom has the original) that he wrote to his parents.

The envelope is addressed to "Mr. Joshua Robb Jr
Bellefontaine
Logan County
Ohio"

The postmark is Paxton, Ill, 5 July

"Oakalla, Iroquois Co., Ill, July 2nd 1871

"Dear Parents,

"We have not had one word from you Since about the time Still we wrote to you a couple of times a little after that time.  We are all well and have been.  Our R.R. is just about finished & our station will be one mile east 1/2 mile north of us they will haul for us in about one month the construction trains have been running over a month.  I have a hand this summer & have out 60 acres of old growing corn also 70 acres of corn planted on sod that one half of it will likely make sound corn the balance pig and cowfeed.
My 5 acres of Winter wheat is good and in shock 9 days.  I had 4 acres of Spring heat also 5 acres of oats and the Chintz bugs eat the wheat up and sucked the oats dry in the milk and before they got so far along.  they are destroying hundreds of acres of corn I have lost but little 1/2 acre as my corn does not lie joining and small grain.  I will enclose you a sample of them you can empty them out on paper and look at them they are not likely to fly.  I have had 100 acres of prairie broke this summer and the loss of our little small grain and the comparatively low price of corn is going to keep us from going to Ohio this fall as we had wanted to.  We will have a little Timothy but the season has been most too dry for it.
Now if you want to get on your high horse because I do not write just when you think I should you can do so.  and then stay there till you choose to get down.  I can stand it.

Your son,

Lott Robb

PS.  We call the boy Thomas Marquis.  We planted an apple orchard of 200 trees this spring 12 cherries 8 or 9 grapes and 3 miles of hedge the last on the lease.  The black bugs are the full grown
LR"

There is a second, later letter from Lott to Sarah M. Robb in Bellefontaine from Lot (one "t" this time) in Spring Valley, KS. with a map of his land and some comments on it, like what is growing in different parts of the property. Presumably this is after father Joshua's death in 1873 and son William's birth in Illinois on Halloween 1874.

Lott died August 11, 1907 in Canton, Kansas, and is buried in the Canton cemetery.  One of Vance's great-grandsons, who still lives nearby, sent me a photo of his tombstone.

Lott Robb - ancestry
I have at least names for all Lott's grandparents, and six of his great-grandparents.  Lott's paternal grandparents, John Robb and Nancy Smith, married in Washington Co., PA, west of Pittsburgh.  John's grandfather was from Aberdeen, Scotland.  John was born in York Co., PA (near Harrisburg).  I know nothing but names for the wives of Lott's patrilineal ancestry, so can't comment on anything but his clear 1/16 Scottish ancestry.  In general, while Lott's ancestors are characterized as Scotch-Irish, that term is misleading.  They are better characterized as people from the borderlands between Scotland and England, some of whom move across the Irish Sea to Northern Ireland before emigrating to North America.

Lott's father Joshua, Jr. was named after his uncle Joshua, Sr., who was an Ohio state judge, rather than his father John.

Lott's maternal grandfather, John Nelson, seems to have been of English descent living in Northern Ireland before the family's arrival in North America.  The family of Lott's maternal grandmother, Sarah Marquis, seems to have been of French Huguenot (Protestant) ancestry prior to their residency in Northern Ireland and subsequent arrival in Frederick Co., VA between 1720 and 1750.  After Louis XIV revoked the Edict of Nantes (which had promised toleration of Huguenots) in 1680, many Huguenots left France for Britain and Holland.

Much of the information I have comes from "History of the First Presbyterian Church of Bellefontaine, Ohio," of which the Robbs and Marquis were founding families.  The migration route seems to have been: Scotland > York Co., PA > Washington Co., PA > Logan Co., OH > McLean Co., IL > McPherson Co., KS > Clark Co., WA.  

Here's some information on Sarah Nelson Robb's maternal grandfather, Thomas Marquis
Source: Boyd Crumrine, "History of Washington County, Pennsylvania with Biographical Sketches of Many of Its Pioneers and Prominent Men"
       (Philadelphia: L. H. Leverts & Co., 1882). Cross Creek Twp. (pp. 721-742)

"The Rev. Thomas Marques and his brother John were among the early settlers of Cross Creek township. They were sons of Thomas and Mary (Colville) Marques, who lived in Opequan Valley, near Winchester, Va. Their father, Thomas, was a son of William and Margaret Marques, who emigrated from Ireland in 1720 and settled in Virginia. This family are descendants of French Huguenots who fled from France on account of religious persecutions and settled in Ireland. 

John Marques, the third son of Thomas and Mary Marques, was born June 10, 1750; married Sarah Griffith, a daughter of Edward and Letitia (Blackburn) Griffith, of Frederick County, Va., afterwards of Washington County, Pa. John Marques was the first of his family to emigrate west of the mountains, settling on Cross Creek about 1774, on a tract of land for which he obtained a warrant Feb. 23, 1786, and afterwards received a patent. This tract was called "Marquesata," and contained four hundred and twenty-one acres and allowance, and embraced the farms now owned by H. C. Anderson, Robert Anderson, and a farm of Richard Wells called the "Mason Farm." For some time, on account of the Indian raids, he was obliged to keep his family in Vance's Fort, while he went back and forward to his farm. On one of these trips, while in his cabin, he heard the report of a rifle close at hand, and going out he saw a party of Indians killing his hogs. On seeing him they immediately gave chase. It was a race for life, and although the Indians were so close at the start he could hear the sound of their footsteps as they ran in the trail behind him, he soon distanced them and succeeded in getting safely into Vance's Fort. He was noted among the scouts' and backwoodsmen as a fleet runner, an accomplishment which was a good deal cultivated, as a man's life not unfrequently depended upon his speed. He was a man of strong and decided character, and was for many years an elder in Cross Creek Church. He died Feb. 25, 1822, He raised a family of nine children, all of whom grew to man and womanhood, married and raised families. Their names are Thomas, who married his cousin, Nancy Marques, of Winchester, Va.; Mary Marques, married Hon. Joshua Robb; of Bellefontaine, Ohio; John, who married Eliza Taggert; Sarah Marques, who married John Nelson, of Bellefontaine, Ohio; Edward, who married first, Margaret Marques, second, Elizabeth Newell; they lived and died near Mount Vernon, Ohio; Robert, who married, first, Hannah Vanordstrand, second, Mary Stevenson; James, who married, first, Nancy Roberts, second, Nancy Elliott; they lived and died near Mount Vernon, Ohio; William, who married Elizabeth Adams, lived and died near Tiffin, Ohio; Anne Marques married Isaac Morrison; they lived in Logan County, Ohio."

Clarissa Hicks
Clarissa was born January 15, 1843 in Waterloo Twp. Fayette County, Ohio, to Thomas Hicks and Sarah Bostwick.  She was the eldest of five children.  The others were Mary, Marquis de Lafayette, Phebe, and Alonzo.   She died November 25, 1919 in Canton, Kansas, of cancer - stomach & right breast, and is buried in the Canton cemetery with Lott.  According to Esther Robb Drew, she was a very short woman with blue eyes, and an accomplished seamstress.

Clarissa Hicks - ancestry
Like Lott, I have at least names for all of Clarissa's grandparents, and six of her great-grandparents.  The Hicks had been in North America for seven generations before Clarissa, the immigrant ancestor being her 5th great grandfather Thomas Hicks of Cumberland, England, who was born there in 1659 and was wed in Dorchester Co., MD in 1679.  The Hicks were in Maryland until the early 1800s, when they were among the first settlers of Ross Co., Ohio.  The family of Clarissa's maternal grandmother, Phoebe Cook, had been in the New Haven, CT area since 1640 before going to Ohio about the same time as the Hicks.

The family of Clarissa's mother, Sarah Hicks, was also from Connecticut.  Arthur and John Bostwick, the immigrant father and son, came from Cheshire England to Stratford, CT between 1638 and 1665.  They were in Connecticut for over a hundred years before moving to Addison Co., VT and then Ohio before 1822.  Sarah's mother, Roxenia Buckley, was born November 07, 1801 in New Milford, Litchfield, CT.  She married Sarah's father, Adoniram Bostwick (b. in Addison Co., VT 6/10/1803), December 10, 1822, and died January 03, 1870 in Mt. Sterling, Fayette, Ohio. I do not know about any of Roxenia's ancestors.

John Schneider
John was born May 22, 1845 in Meintz am Rein, Germany, to George Paul Schneider and Katherine Herde.  How many siblings he had is unknown.  John married Josepha "Sophia" Lampe on February 05, 1877 in St. John's Lutheran Church, Jackson Co., IA.  He died January 6, 1929 in Sterling, KS of influenza.

I have a copy of their wedding license from February 1877.  John was naturalized in 1882 in the District Court of Jackson County Iowa.  I have a copy of that certification.  In 1880 he, Sophia, Josephine, and Anna appear in the census for Bellevue, where John was a farmer.  He identifies his birthplace as Hesse Darmstadt.  

Finally, I have a copy of an article written by a Schneider cousin, LaBerta Schneider Hopping:
"Meintz Am Rhein, Germany, along the Rhine River, was John's birthplace.  When engaged at war [in the 18th century], the French advanced to the other bank, forming a new boundary between countries.  Thereafter, the German and French children shouted insults across the water.  John's father was reportedly one of 11 brothers, and there was mention of wealth within the family.  [His family were] farmers in the Rhineland Valley,  John went to sea on freighters, age-19 and at-21, was a baker in New York while working his way around the world before immigrating there in 1871.  Seeking freedom from persecuting control by Church and State, he never returned to his homeland.  Known to have 2-sisters and 1-brother, contact was lost with family members during W. W. 1.  Fluent in all variations of German dialects, he migrated westward, various jobs, until farming 3-years in Jackson Co., Iowa, 6-m. west of Bellevue, a German Mississippi River town; and 7 years more after marriage... Leaving Iowa in 1884/85 by covered wagon, John and Sophia moved their family to W KS and E. Co, before coming to near Wherry, Rice Co., KS in 1894, as parents of 9 children.  They first lived on the W. bank of Cow Creek, N/W of section 24, then moved over the line to E. Wash. deeded upon 24 Jan 1900.  First granted by A.T. & S.F Railroad by USA, it was next owned by Snider Land and Stock Co. ranch... To hinder John from moving again, [Sophia] made the $900 down payment in her name only, with inheritance money.  Even though they paid the balance due together, it was 3 Oct 1918 before she signed a warranty deed over to him.  They attended church at Midland Community, and in 1898 donated a tower bell for its brand new church at Nickerson, where they retired in 1920.  Sophie died at home, 29 Sep 1928.  John removed back to the farm, home of son George H, and passed away 6 Jan 1929.  During the final hours, he described recurring visions of Heaven, as a paradise of beautiful flowers, brooks, and trees; tho in meekness, he felt unworthy to enter. They, and 6 of the 7 children who preceded them in death, are buried in Wildmead Cemetery at Nickerson.  The six survivors [they had 13 children in total] all lived beyond the age of 70."

John Schneider - ancestry
I have no information on John's ancestry other than what's above.  Perhaps some day someone will research in Germany.

Josepha "Sophia" Lampe
Sophia was born December 29, 1856  in Bellevue, Iowa to Henry Herman Lampe and Magdalena Rueppel, second of five children.  LaBerta's article describes Sophia as "a petite 5'2" lady with brilliant china-blue eyes, and a strong-willed but gentle personality."  She died September 24, 1928 in Sterling, KS of chronic valvular heart disease.  The informant on her death certificate is Mrs. John N. {Anna Schneider] Robb, who was apparently visiting from Vancouver at the time.  Sophia is also buried in Wildmead Cemetery at Nickerson, KS.

Josepha "Sophia" Lampe - ancestry
I do not have much to add to the information in "The Lampe-Oberman Family History"  that Esther Robb Drew received in 1981 (which I now have).  But as there are many people who have never seen the book, I will repeat some information from it as well as add a couple of things.

Sophia's father, Henry Herman Lampe, was born March 30, 1815 in Eldasen, GER to Heinrich Christian Lampe and Marie Sophie Bade.  According to a letter from Anna Belle Wacker after the "Family History" was published: "They came from Eldagsen near Petershagen which is north of Hanover instead of the Eldagsen near Springe which was stated in the book."   He married Magdalena Rueppel December 29, 1854 in Galena, Illinois. Magdalena was born June 01, 1827 in Allendorf, Hesse Kurh, GER to Jacob Rueppel and Katherine Elizabeth Sager.  Henry and Magdalena were the immigrant ancestors.  Both died in Bellevue, IA, he on February 13, 1879 and she on August 04, 1918.

From "Family History," p. 286-8:

"Henry, the last to leave home, ran away because he had difficulties with his step-mother.  He could not leave home when [older siblings] Frederick and Christina went because he was not of age.    He ran away to Holland where he worked for a man who built windmills.  From there he went to sea and sailed to America several times, always keeping in touch with his brother.

"The land grants... were made out to both Frederick and Henry in 1850 which leaves one to believe that there was something here that did not gibe.. date-wise.  With nothing to prove otherwise,  one must move on to what has been handed down.

"Henry was never written about in the Jackson County history book but I have felt that this is so because the book came out in 1879 and he died that year.  Jean [a descendant] tells that it cost money that Henry did not care to part with.  If he was dead his widow probably felt that money could be used other places.  Without a historical reference to go by, I had no way of looking for his passenger list listing but that was clarified by Jean also.. he is supposed to have jumped ship.

"Whatever happened, he eventually made his way to Jackson County, Iowa, and started helping his brother clear the land.  In order to buy tools to work his land with, he took jobs in Bellevue where he is supposed to have met Magdalena...

"By 1860, Magdalena's mother had come here to live... [I]t is assumed that Magdalena's father had passed away in Germany.  He is not buried along with the mother in the Lutheran cemetery in Bellevue."

I omit a couple of stories about Magdalena in the book, perhaps to be included in a later draft, and proceed to her obituary, from the August 6, 1918 Bellevue Leader.  

"There is a picture which has the caption 'Death calls nonagenarian, Mrs. Magdalena Lampe, passed away Sunday, aged 91 years, funeral tomorrow.

'Mrs. Magdalena Lampe was perhaps the oldest woman residing in Bellevue and passed away at the home of her daughter, Mrs. William Oberman, Sunday evening at 10:45 P.M.  Her death, which was due to old age, followed a weeks illness.

'... She came to America on a sailing vessel, landing in New Orleans, La., May 22, 1852 after a voyage of six weeks and two days; seven of her companions on the boat having died on the boat for lack of food and water.  After recovery from a severe attack of cholera in the latter city, she took passage on a Mississippi River steamboat for galena, Illinois, where she resided until her marriage to Henry H. Lampe... With her husband, she settled on the farm in Bellevue township which was later owned by her son, Louis H. Lampe of this city.  This section of the country was nothing but a wilderness at the time, where the wild deer could often be seen grazing with the cows, and she was one of those last pioneers who aided in the developing this wilderness into a land of productive farms...  She remained on the farm until 1885 when she came to Bellevue to reside.  She celebrated her 90th birthday anniversary last year when her immediate relatives gathered at the home of her daughter and son-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. William Oberman, and partook of an elaborate dinner and supper and spent the afternoon and evening.

'She was a woman of unusually rugged health and was hale and hearty up until a short time ago.  She was a very unselfish mother and grandmother.  She leaves to mourn her death two sons, Louis H. of Bellevue and August J. of Dubuque; two daughters, Elizabeth, Mrs. William Oberman, of this city and Sophie, Mrs. John Schneider of Sterling, Kansas.  Another daughter, Paulina, Mrs. W. H. Felderman, died in 1885.  She is also survived by 16 grandchildren 33 great grandchildren, and one great great grandchild.  She was the third child in her family and lived to survive her three brothers and three sisters.

'The funeral will be held tomorrow afternoon at 1:00 from the William Oberman residence to St. John's Ev. Lutheran Church of which she was a member and burial made in the Lutheran cemetery.

'The services will be conducted by Rev. Victor Albert of Dubuque.  The following will act as pallbearers: George Hoffman, Charles Yeager, John Ellinghouse, Herman Brown, Joseph Huilman and Henry Felderman.'"

****
When I started this research my goal was to trace our ancestors out of North America.  I have had limited success in reaching that goal, mostly because so many (3/4) been here for at least 250 years. That surprised me.  The records at that remove are fragmentary, and I thought few if any were here so long ago.  I will continue to search as ideas come to me.  I’m missing a couple of my 5th great-grandparents, and would like to firm up the Robb line to Scotland.  But at the moment (3/2000) I’m at a dead end.  I do not see in the present any traces of Scottish or French culture in our family today.  I am vaguely aware of some German aspects of the family (like a fondness for potatoes, especially potato pancakes, and sauerkraut).  Esther and her siblings heard German spoken in their homes by Anna and her parents.  But during and after World War I, they submerged most of their German-ness.  We are (at least from these ancestors) almost completely part of mainstream Anglo-American culture.

The most interesting part of this for me has been finding that the family has continue to migrate every other generation for at least eight generations, from Connecticut and Maryland through Pennsylvania and Ohio to Iowa, Kansas, and Washington State.  The family is deeply rooted in America yet not rooted in any one place.

You will have noticed several inconsistencies in this brief history.  Those inconsistencies are in the sources, and can only occasionally be reconciled.  I have tended to believe accounts closer in time and space to where the events happened, and to believe first person before second person accounts.  I have presented multiple versions so that you can make your own decisions.  I expect that I will collect more information in the future, but that there will always be uncertainty in what we know of our family history.

Tom Lum Forest
Forest Grove, Oregon
July 10, 1999
Updated March 15, 2000

