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Tom Lum Forest, grandson of Neal Drew




I have started with the generation that decided to come to the Northwest and included detailed information on their parents.  For generations further back, I have summarized and included what I feel are the highlights of the family history.  I have a filing cabinet drawer full of materials to draw from, and expect to expand this work in coming years.  For the last year, Glenys Rasmussen of Santa Rosa, CA has been working as a paid researcher and contributed substantially, especially on the Martel family.  As I say on the title page, this is a first draft of a family history.  Please feel free to make comments and suggest changes, deletions, or additions.  I hope you enjoy reading this as I have had researching it these last three years.

David W. Drew, Jr.
The parents of Edna, Stewart, and Neal Drew were David W. Drew, Jr., and Arice Lorette Searles.   David was born August 24, 1854, in Prairie du Chien, Crawford County, WI to David W. Drew, Sr. and Mathilde (Martel) Drew, the second of six children.  The others were Mary Philomena, Joseph, Matilda, Alfred, and Agnes.  I think David and Lorette were married about 1877 in Prairie du Chien, Crawford County, Wisconsin, though I have not found documentation of it.  Edna was born there on February 21, 1878.  The 1880 census shows them still in Eastman, Crawford County, Wisconsin, living next to David W. Drew, Sr.  David Jr. was a farmer and Lorette was keeping home.

By 1881, they had moved to Portland, perhaps in July with Lorette's mother Jane (see Jane's obit below).  David W. Drew show up in the 1882 Portland directory (but in no other year from 1880 to 1893) as clerk of the Phoenix Hotel, residence same.  That hotel was at the NW corner of Savier and 14th -- now underneath the I-405 interchange with US Highway 30.  The preface of that book is dated March 1st 1882.  Stewart was born on Sauvie Island on February 17, 1883.  We don't know exactly when or why they came west.  The train link had not been completed to Portland, so most likely they took a train to San Francisco and came north by stagecoach.  Lorette's sister Esther married a fellow named Simon Benson (Benson Tech, the Benson Hotel, Benson Bubblers, etc.), who had come from Norway to Wisconsin ten years previously.  Simon Benson was one of the early timber barons of Oregon.  Simon and Esther came to Oregon about 1878.  Perhaps David and Lorette followed them here.

Neal was born in Chehalis on January 6, 1893, though those records were lost in a fire at the county courthouse.  The 1900 census shows them all in Hoquiam City, Chehalis County, WA, where David was a carpenter and Lorette a dressmaker.  There are a few extant photos of them in front of a store they ran in Moclips, WA.  One photo shows them with a young Robert Miesse, dating it to about 1916.  In the 1920 census, David and Lorette were in Vancouver, living with Stewart and his wife Ada.  David died March 21, 1921, in Tacoma of heart disease, according to his death certificate.  He was buried in Mt. View Cemetery in Tacoma in an unmarked grave.  In November 1998 I had a marker, with his name & dates, placed on it: Cedar section, lot 4, space 24, between the Lutheran Memorial and the eastern fence, near the back of the cemetery.

Arice Lorette Searles
Lorette was born October 08, 1857, in Seneca, Crawford County, WI, to Joseph Utter Searles and Jane Lucy (Dalton) Searles, ninth of 10 children.  Her siblings were Angeline, Josephine, Henry, Hanible, Mary, Sarah, Oris, Nicetus, and Esther.  Jane's obit says there were 13 children in the family; most likely the other three died in infancy.  Lorette died January 17, 1929, in Portland of generalized arteriosclerosis.  She was cremated, and her ashes warehoused (not viewable) at the Portland Memorial Cemetery on SE 14th Street.  In May 1998 I had her cremains disinurned (a funeral home term on their paperwork for 'I had her ashes released'), and they are now (July 1999) at my mother's house in Hillsboro, OR, in a beautiful urn probably bought by Neal and Stewart.  Eventually I plan to have them interred with David Jr., in Tacoma.

David and Lorette's children were of French-Canadian (Martel -- 1/4), German (Cooker -- 1/16) and English (Drew, Searles, Dalton, Green and Wilcox -- 11/16) national origin.

David W. Drew Sr.
The parents of  David W. Drew Sr., are not known with confidence.  From "History of Crawford County," 1883, p. 592:  "David Drew, one of the prominent farmers of Eastman town, was born at Fort Snelling, Minn., May 6, 1826, his father being a soldier in the regular army.
When two years of age, the soldiers moved from Fort Snelling to Prairie DuChien.  He has resided in Crawford county since, with the exception of eight years, when he lived at St. Paul.  When twenty years of age, Mr. Drew carried the mail on his back, from Prairie du Chien to Winona, during one winter, and from Winona to St. Paul, the following winter, in the same way.
In 1850 he married Matilda Martell, born in Canada, in 1827.  She came to Prairie du Chien in 1841.  Mr. and Mrs. Drew have 6 children.  Philemon, David, Jr. Joseph, Matilda, Alfred and Agnes. In 1855 Mr. Drew purchased 160 acres of land on section 18 [I have a copy of the land warrant, which says it was section 17], town 8, range 6 west, on which he now resides.  He has seventy acres under cultivation.  Since Mr. Drew's residence in Eastman town, he has been a greater portion of the time school clerk of his district."  His gravestone at St. Gabriel's Church, Prairie du Chien, WI, Calvary cemetery -- a mile or so away, actually, in the "Dousman Reserve" -- gives his death date as June 22, 1891.

David W. Drew, Sr. - ancestry
In the 1880 census WI, it says his father was born in NY and mother in Michigan.  The Crawford Co., WI register of deeds, at his death in 1891, records his birth year as 1814.  The 1850 Prairie du Chien census shows him as 30 years old.  The 1870 census records him as 55, the 1880 census at 64.  Was he born in 1814, 1815, 1816, 1820, or 1826?  The "History of Crawford County" is self-contradictory.  If his father was in the Army, the most likely date is 1820.  According to "Ft. Snelling: Colossus of the Wilderness," construction began after the arrival of the Fifth Infantry Regiment on August 24, 1819 at what was then a fork in the river near a small fur trading settlement.  There were barely 100 troops.  Though the Army records of that time are skeletal, there is only one man named Drew in the enlistments for that time and place:  George W. Drew.   George's enlistment records shows him to be of Barnstead, NH, enlisting in 1812 and re-enlisting in 1817.  He was 5' 11", blue eyes, brown hair, light complexion, a laborer by occupation.  He was posted in succession at French Mills [now Ft. Covington -- near Massena, NY], in the war of 1812; Buffalo; Ft. Dearborn [Detroit]; and Ft. Crawford [Prairie du Chien] before going to what was to become Ft. Snelling.  Though details are not known, it was common practice for soldiers to travel with spouses.  Dates can be more easily miswritten and disremembered than 'soldier in the regular Army,' so my current working theory is this:  David's father was George, b. in NH.  He met his wife while at Ft. Dearborn.  He died shortly after leaving the Army, while David was a toddler.  George came from New York most immediately before meeting his wife, hence David's belief that he was from NY.  There are church records at St. Gabriel's Catholic Church in Prairie du Chien that identify a Nancy Drew as likely George's wife, but right now I have only her first name and the likelihood that she was dead by 1836.

In Barnstead, NH, unfortunately, there are no records for any such George Drew.  David is a fairly rare name among Drews, being an unseemly and immodest invocation of the Biblical King David.  There was a family of David Drews in Barnstead, who stem from a 1630's immigrant to coastal New Hampshire from Drewscliffe, Devonshire, in SW England.  I have visited the old David Drew homestead in Barnstead, the fields of which abandoned now a hundred years and more.  The family house still stands and is occupied.  The family cemetery is in the woods, abandoned and overgrown.  The connections from them to England are clear, as are the connections from David, Sr., to us.  David's father and his connection Back East are, at the moment, informed conjecture.

Mathilde Martel
Mathilde was born January 6, 1827, in Yamaska, Quebec, to Michel Martel and Marie Louise Chenevert.  She was the 16th of 17 (!) children.  The others were: Marie Louise, Nicolas, Michel, Marie Angelique, Francois, Marie Marguerite, Augustin, Joseph, Angele, Louis, Marie Genevieve, Catherine, Moyse, Alexandre, Zoe, and Thomas.  She died August 4, 1901, and like her husband is buried at St. Gabriel's Church in Prairie du Chien.  The source for information on her (and her ancestors) is the Vital Records for Quebec.  As "History of Crawford County [WI] says, her family came from Quebec in 1841, but the reasons are unknown, and there was no clear event to tie it to.  Mathilde's parents were both still alive at the time (her father died in 1843, her mother in 1845).  It seems that Mathilde came west with at least two older brothers, Augustin and Joseph.  Augustin cosigned for David & Mathilde's first land grant.  Both were living with them at the time of the 1850 census.  Joseph also lived with them at the 1880 census, suffering from 'white rivelling' (another name for tuberculosis of the bone and was also called "white swelling").

Mathilde Martel- ancestry
Mathilde's ancestry is quite clear, thanks to the comprehensive nature of Quebecois records.  Her immigrant ancestor was her great-great-great grandfather Honoré Martel (dit Lamontagne), b. 1642 in St. Eustache, Paris, Seine, France, who came with the Carignan Regiment as part of the first troops sent as a unit to Canada.  From http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/Estates/5255/nti01128.htm:  "The arrival of the Carignan Regiment in 1665 was going to completely change the situation.  Until then, the few soldiers supported by the One Hundred Associates were only pawns in a game of chess.  The inhabitants had to defend themselves and several were massacred shamelessly.

We can date the arrival of our ancestor HONORÉ MARTEL in Canada at 30 June 1665.  This is the date of the arrival in Québec City of his company, the Berthier Company of the Allier Regiment, which was one of four companies that accompanied Alexandre de Prouville de Tracy.  Tracy was the lieutenant general of Louis XIV for all of the Americas.  Four companies in all set sail with Tracy from La Rochelle, France on 26 February 1664, stopping at Antilles before arriving in Canada.  They were the Berthier Company of the Allier Regiment, the La Brisandiere Company of the Orleans Regiment, the La Durantaye Company of the Chambelle Regiment, and the Monteil Company of the Poitou Regiment.  Tracy and his troops had sailed from France in two of the largest ships in the French fleet, the 800 ton Brese and the slightly smaller Terron.  It was on the Brese that the Berthier, La Brisandiere, La Durantaye, and Monteil companies arrived in Canada.  They were not, in the strictest sense, members of the Carignan Regiment at all, but came to be considered part of it by virtue of their having served along side that regiment from its earliest moments in Canada.

The reason for the delay of the Brese which remained at anchor off Perce at the easternmost tip of the Gaspe Peninsula for nearly a month, was it's great size.  Being an 800 ton ship it was unable to navigate the shallow and rocky sections of the St. Lawrence River.

As soon as they debarked, the troops hurried to occupy strategic points along the Richelieu
River, the traditional route of the Mohawks when traveling north.  A post was established at the mouth of the river, another in the basin of Chambly (Saint-Louis) and a third, three leagues higher (Sainte- Thérèse).  With the arrival of the French, the warriors of the woods disappeared in the forest.

We can be fairly certain that HONORÉ MARTEL remained near Tracy, along with the four
companies that had been like his personal retinue for more that a year and a half.  According to notes from his commanding officer, Isaac Berthier, Tracy was billeted with his men at Québec during the winter of 1665-66."

I have names for all of Mathilde's great-grandparents, and they are all Quebecois.

Joseph Utter Searles
J. U. Searles was born December 28, 1812, in Berkshire Township Franklin Co., Vermont - I think -- to Joseph Searles and Rachel Osborn.  That's what the Daughters of the American Revolution applications for some Searles cousins say.  There are no records of his birth in that town, however.  My best guess is that he came west to Wisconsin in the mid 1830s via the Erie Canal, landing in Walworth County, WI.  He married Jane Lucy Dalton on December 26, 1837, probably in Geneva, Walworth Co., WI.  In the mid 1850s the family moved to Seneca, Crawford County, WI, where they are listed in the 1860 and 1870 census (Lorette is listed as Sarah in the 1860 census).  He died July 31, 1876, in Seneca, Crawford Co., WI, and is buried in the Dickson Cemetery.  It is located in Seneca Township, Crawford Couth on the south side of County Highway E. east of the Village of Lynxville in Section 13, T9N R6W.

The Regimental Rosters at the Wisconsin State Historical Archives lists:  SEARLES, Joseph Utter, age 45, Enlisted at Prairie du Chien on Aug. 9, 1862, by Major Smith or H. A. Chase for 3 years; residence Seneca, mustered into Co. A, 31st Infantry on Oct. 9, 1862, transferred to Co. K, 31st Infantry on Jan. 17, 1863.  Sick in General Hospital at Alexandria, Virginia since May 20, 1865.  Mustered out at Washington DC July 28, 1865.

The Thirty-first Infantry was first organized at Prairie du Chien, WI, and six companies mustered into the service of the United States on October 9, 1862, and assigned to service in guarding rebel prisoners.  In the latter part of November three companies of the Battalion were transferred to Racine and three to Camp Randall, Madison.  In the latter part of December the three at Madison were transferred to Camp Utley, Racine, and four additional companies recruited, and mustered into service on December 27, the final organization and muster in of the regiment being completed on the 13th of January, 1863.

The regiment left the state on the 1st of March, 1863, proceeding to Columbus, KY, and was assigned to guard and patrol duty where it remained until the latter part of October, when it was transferred to garrison and patrol duty south of Nashville on the Louisville & Nashville railway, remaining in that territory until the latter part of June, 1864.  In July the Thirty-first was transferred to the forces operating under General Sherman, and joined that army July 21, 1864, near Marietta, GA.  It thereafter participated in all the activities of the Atlanta Campaign, being frequently under fire.

The Thirty-first accompanied the Union forces as a part of the Twentieth Corps from Atlanta to Savannah on the "March to the Sea", November 15 to December 21.  Was engaged in the Siege of Savannah, and in the month of January moved out of that city on the Campaign in the Carolinas, in which it participated until its conclusion, when the Confederate forces under Gen. Joseph E. Johnston surrendered to the Union army under Gen. W. T. Sherman.  The Regiment was in the front line of battle at Averasborough, NC, March 16, 1865, and very actively engaged at Pentonville, NC, March 19-21, 1865.  After the surrender of Johnston April 26, 1865, the Thirty-first marched with the other troops to Washington, DC, where it participated in the Grand Review, and was shortly thereafter transferred to the provisional brigade in camp at Louisville, KY.  On the 20th of June, 1865, six companies were mustered out and returned to Madison, WI, and were disbanded on July 8, 1865.  On the same day in Louisville, KY, the remaining four companies were mustered out and returned to Madison, WI, where these companies were disbanded on July 20, 1865.  

One of J. U.'s sons, Joseph, also served in the 31st Wisconsin Infantry Co. G.  He enlisted January 4, 1864, and drowned May 22, 1864, Red River Landing, LA

Joseph Utter Searles- ancestry
It seems clear that our Searles ancestors were from Massachusetts, ultimately from Ipswich, Essex, England.  The lack of a corroborating birth record in Vermont leaves the connections in doubt, much like the Drews.  It is likely that J. U. is from a long line of Joseph Searles, living in Beverly and neighboring Salem as far back as 1701.  The name Utter is quite unusual, and I have looked without complete success for an Utter living near Searles in Vermont or Massachusetts (there are some in Walworth Co., WI).  At one time I thought I had established a connection to a Deacon Joseph Searles, whose 1770’s home in Rowley, MA still stands.  That lineage is cited in the DAR applications of our cousins.  But while I have not confirmed all lineages, I could rule this one out.

Jane Lucy Dalton
Jane was born October 07, 1821, in Conklin, Broome Co., NY (near Binghamton) to Henry Dalton and Elizabeth E. Green, the second of six children.  The others were John G., Henry Simon, Maria C., Sarah Elizabeth, and Orsemis Willard.  Her father died in April 1833, drowned in the Susquehanna.  She married J. U. Searles on December 26, 1837, in Wisconsin at barely 16 years of age.  I would love to know how she got from Pennsylvania to Wisconsin as a teenager, but have no leads.  After her husband died in 1876, she came west in 1881 to help her daughter Esther Searles Benson, who had caught tuberculosis in husband Simon's logging camps, cooking for the crews.  Simon took Esther east to the desert for her health, in Colfax, WA, where Esther died August 28, 1891.  From Jane's obit in the Oct. 18, 1895 Chehalis, WA Bee:

"Died in Chehalis, Oct. 1st, 1895, Mrs. Jane L. Searle of Paralysis.  Deceased was born in Conklin Broome Co., New York Oct. 7th 1822 and was therefore 74 years of age at the time of her death.  She was married to Joseph U. Searle Dec. 26, 1838.  In 1856 they removed to Wisconsin.  [Other records indicate that Jane was in Walworth CO, WI from the 1830’s -- possibly going there immediately after being wed.  In 1856 they did move to Crawford CO, WI, but from elsewhere in Wisconsin.]  The country was very new and full of hardships, yet their home was ever cheerful and full of sunshine. Being left a widow in July 1876, Mrs. Searle disposed of her home and lived with her children.  In June 1881 she turned her face westward to visit a daughter who was very sick.  She landed in Portland, Oregon July 3rd, 1881.  She came to Chehalis Jan. 1st 1883, since that time she has made Chehalis her home.  She was the mother of thirteen children.  Mrs. Angeline Borman of Colfax, A. N. Searle and Mary Randall of Lynxville, Wisc, and Mrs. D. W. Drew of this city are all that survive.  She has been a devoted Christian for over forty years, at the time of her death she was a member of the Episcopal church.  She was also a member of the order of the Eastern Star under whose auspices her funeral was conducted.  As we think of all that she has been to us, we cannot but express our thoughts in the language of the poet:
      Backward turn backward oh time in your flight.
      Make me a child just again for tonight.
      Mother come back from the echoless shore.
      Take me again to your heart as of yore.
            Lorett S. Drew"

The Oct. 25th Bee mentions that Simon Benson was appointed executor for her will.  She was buried at the Fernhill Cemetery in Chehalis.  Simon Benson purchased four plots in the Fern Hill Cemetery - Lot 79, Erqhuart Section.  It appears from the records the other three were not used.  I visited the place on Feb. 20, 2000, and found her grave next to the dirt track running through the center, on the south side just west of the middle.  The marker is about three feet high, eight inches square, of greyed stone (limestone?) with a pyramidal cap.  Facing the road are the words
Jane L. Searle
Born 
October 7, 1821
Died
October 1, 1895


Jane Lucy Dalton- ancestry
Some of Jane's siblings joined the young Mormon (LDS) church (certainly Henry Simon Dalton, and probably others), so exhaustive information is available on this line.  The Daltons seem to have been a Royalist family from Oxfordshire, England, who fled to Wales after Cromwell came to power.  The immigrant ancestor was Thomas Dalton, b. May 7, 1732, who came to Northumberland Co., VA, where his son John was born.  John's wife Elizabeth Cooker was born in Bucks Co., PA to Simon and Elizabeth Cooker, a pair who immigrated from Germany.  John died in 1836 near Ann Arbor, MI, perhaps on his way to Wisconsin.  His son Henry, Jane's father, was born in Berks Co., PA.  

Jane's mother, Elizabeth 'Betsy' Greene, was from a Connecticut family that move to NE Pennsylvania as part of the Susquehanna Company in the 1760s, and disputed ownership between Connecticut and Pennsylvania.  Betsy's grandfather Elias was killed at the Battle of Wyoming in July 1778 as part of the Revolution.  Betsy died in 1875 in Howard Co., IA at the home of another daughter, Sarah Elizabeth (Dalton) Hale.  All of Betsy's grandparents were from Stonington and New London, Connecticut.  Essex, Devonshire, and Suffolk are the English counties I have as sources for the (incomplete) list of immigration sources.


***
When I started this research my goal was to trace our ancestors out of North America.  I have had limited success in reaching that goal, mostly because they have all been here for at least 250 years.  That surprised me.  I thought few if any were here so long ago, and the records at that remove are fragmentary.  I will continue to search as ideas come to me, but at the moment (3/2000) I’m pecking away at some meager leads on the Searle line and nothing else.  I do not see in the present any traces of German or French culture in our family today, and we are (at least from these ancestors) completely part of Anglo-American culture.

The most interesting part of this for me has been a growing sense of how deeply rooted we are in America generally and the Pacific Northwest in particular.  There weren’t many people here in 1881, but David, Jr., Lorette, and Lorette’s mother Jane were, even before the first railroad hookup in 1883.  The fastest way out would have been by train to San Francisco, then by stagecoach from there.  I feel like I am From Here more than ever before.

You will have noticed several inconsistencies in this brief history.  Those inconsistencies are in the sources, and can only occasionally be reconciled.  I have tended to believe accounts closer in time and space to where the events happened, and to believe first person before second person accounts.  I have presented multiple versions so that you can make your own decisions.  I expect that I will collect more information in the future, but that there will always be uncertainty in what we know of our family history.

Tom Lum Forest
Forest Grove, Oregon
July 27, 1999
Updated March 15, 2000

